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one attribute to another. He leaves the attribute of justice for the 
attribute of having mercy for Israel.” It is written, “God is not man, 
that he should lie, [or a son of man, that he should repent. Has he said, 
and will he not do it? Or has he spoken and will he not fulfil 

it?]” (Num. 23:19). Samuel bar Nahman and rabbis: R. Samuel bar 
Nahman said, “When the Holy One, blessed be He, plans to do good, 
‘God is not man, that he should lie.’ “If he plans to do evil, in that case 
Scripture has said, “Has He said, and will he not do it? Or has He 
spoken, and will He not fulfil it?” Rabbis say, “‘He is not man,’ that 
he should treat the words of God as if they were not.” “O Lord, why 
does thy wrath burn hot against thy people” (Ex. 32:11). “Or a son of 
man, that he should repent” (Num. 23:19). 


X. YERUSHALMI TAAniT 2:2 


THEY ARISE FOR PRAYER. THEY BRING DOWN BEFORE THE ARK AN EXPERIENCED 


ELDER, WHO HAS CHILDREN, AND WHOSE CUPBOARD [HOUSE] IS EMPTY, SO 
THAT HIS HEART SHOULD BE WHOLLY IN THE PRAYER. AND HE SAYS BEFORE 
THEM TWENTY-FOUR BLESSINGS! THE EIGHTEEN SAID EVERY DAY, AND HE ADDS 
SIX MORE TO THEM. AND THESE ARE THEY: REMEMBRANCE VERSES, SHOFAR 
VERSES, “IN My DISTRESS I CRIED TO THE LORD AND HE ANSWERED 

ME...” (Ps. 120), ann, “I WILL LIFT UP MY EYES TO THE HILLS...” (Ps. 
121), ann, “Our oF THE peprus I nave CRIED TO you, O Lorn...” (Ps. 
130), AND ‘ʻA PRAYER OF THE AFFLICTED WHEN HE IS OVERWHELMED” (Ps. 


102). 


I:1: [As to the experienced elder,] it has been taught: [He should be] 
modest and kind to youth, experienced in wisdom, experienced in lore, 
and he must have a house and a field. We have learned, Whose house 
is empty, and you say this [that he has to own a house and also a 
field]? Now in fact he should have sons and daughters [and the 
Mishnah does not mention daughters, and the same goes for the field]. 


1:2: And why are there eighteen [benedictions said every day]? Said R. 
Joshua b. Levi, “These are for the eighteen psalms that are written 
from the beginning of the Psalms up to: ‘The Lord answers you in the 
day of trouble’ (Ps. 20:1). If someone should say to you that there are 
nineteen Psalms, say to him, ‘Why do the nations conspire’ (Ps. 2:1) is 
not counted among them (because Psalms 1 and 2 are counted together 
as one).” Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi, “[The eighteen 
benedictions are] for the eighteen vertebrae in the backbone. “For 
when a man stands and prays, he has to bend down with all of them.” 


